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Municipal Partnership Act AdvocacyKit

SampleLetterto Sendto Your Legislators— PleasePasteontoYour Letterhead

May 2007

TheHonorable(Your RepresentativesandSenators)
StateHouse
Boston,MA 02133

Re:RequestingYourSupportforAll ProvisionsoftheMunicipal PartnershipAct

Dear(RepresentativeorSenator________________

I amwriting to respectfiullyrequestyourstrongsupportfor all ofthe provisionsof theMunicipal
PartnershipAct filed by GovernorDevalPatrickandLt. GovernorTimothy Murray. This
legislationis vital to thefinancialhealthofourcommunity,andis necessaryfor ourstate’s
economicgrowthand competitiveness.

We urgentlyneedeveryaspectoftheMunicipal PartnershipAct, including thelocal option
mealstax, the increasein the local option lodgingtax, the closureof thetelecommunications
propertytax loophole,the localoption GICprovision,andthemodestproposalto transferthe
assetsofsomelocal pensionsystemsinto the state’sPRIT fund for investmentpurposes.

While thereis growinglegislativesupportfor thehealthinsuranceandpensionprovisionsofthe
bill, which I stronglysupport,therearereportsofresistanceto therevenuepartsoftheMunicipal
PartnershipAct. We needALL of theproposalsto pass,including therevenueproposals.You
knowthat wehavebeenforcedto rely far toomuchon residentialpropertytaxesin recentyears,
andto reducethisburdenweneedthelocal-optionmealsandlodging capacity,andweneedto
endthespecialtelecommunicationspropertytaxloopholethat givesVerizonanda few
companiesabreak,butcostsourcity andlocal taxpayersthroughoutthestatemillions of dollars.

Theseareverydifficult andpainful timesfor virtually everycommunity. In spiteofyourefforts
to find local aid,with stateresourceslimited andtheCommonwealthfacinga hugebudgetgap,
wehavebeenforcedto balanceourbudgetthroughacombinationof over-relianceon the
regressivepropertytaxanddeepcutsin importantservices.The Municipal PartnershipAct
would provideuswith local optionrevenuesthat arenecessaryto avoidevengreaterpressureon
our residentsandevenmorecutsin municipalandschoolprograms.

In orderto maintainhighquality municipalandschoolservices,citiesandtownsneedlocal
taxing authoritybeyondthelightly cappedpropertytax andthevery limited motorvehicleexcise
andexisting local optiontaxes. Equally important,weneedto havethis greaterself-reliancein
orderfor Massachusettsto meettheeconomicchallengesfrom ourcompetitorstates,aswe seek
to keeppropertytaxeslow andprovidetheservicesthat attractandkeepbusinessesandfamilies
here.

Support the LocalOption SalesTax On Meals:Thepartnershiplegislationwould allowcities
andtownsto adoptasalestax onmealsof up to two percentin additionto thefive percentstate
tax. Municipalitieswould retain 75 percentof thelocal collectionwith thebalancedepositedin
a fundto be usedto increasereimbursementsfor locally administeredpropertytax exemptions.



A two percentlocal salestax onmealscouldprovideasmuchas$250million annuallyto take
pressureoff theover-burdenedandregressivepropertytax, andhelppay forpolice, fire, school
andotherlocal governmentservices.This importantproposalwouldmakeourtax systemless
regressive,andprovideuswith theresourcesweneedto providecritical municipalandeducation
servicesin ourcommunity.

We arenotaskingyou to approveorvote for atax. This proposalwould simply allowusto
makethis taxationdecisionlocally, onacommunity-by-communitybasis,giving municipal
officials who areaccountableto thecitizensandvoterstheauthorityto voteto levy thetax, and
allocatethefunds.

SupporttheLocal Option RoomOccupancyExcise: Thepartnershiplegislationwouldallow
cities andtownsto addanadditionalonepercentagepoint to theexistinglocal optionroom
occupancyexciseofup to four points. As with the localoptionmealstax,75 percentwould be
retainedlocally, with thebalanceusedto fundtaxexemptionreimbursements.

Massachusettslagsbehindroom occupancyratesin otherstates.Allowing cities andtownsto
addoneadditionalpercentagepointto the currentlocal ratewill notresultin any competitive
disadvantagesandwould generateapproximately$20 million in newrevenues,muchofit paid
by individualsandbusinessesfrom outsidetheregion.

Closethe TelecommunicationsCompanyProperty Tax Loophole:Thepartnershiplegislation
would modernizetheoutdatedandobsoletestatutein orderto endtheunwarrantedability of
telecommunicationscompaniesto removehigh valuepersonalproperty(mostlypoles,wires and
switchingequipment)from our local tax rolls,which is currentlyshiftingapproximately$80
million in propertytaxesontohomeownersandotherbusinessesacrossthe state.

Onemajorproblemfacing localgovernmentis thegrowingobsolescenceof thestate’sproperty
taxlanguagegoverningexemptions.Increasingly,businessesare removingpropertyfrom local
taxrolls becausethe law hassimply notkept up with changesin technologyandbusiness
practices.Whenthe propertyofaparticularclassofbusinesses(thetelecommunications
companiesarethemostnotableexample)becomestax-exempt,thetax burdenis pickedup by
homeownersandotherbusinesstaxpayers.This is amanageableproblemif thereis aclear
policy reasonfor theexemption,butit is totally unacceptableif the tax avoidanceis dueto
outdatedlaw, asis thecasewith thetelecommunicationsloophole. I respectfullyandurgently
askyou to endthis tax loopholethatbenefitsafewtelecommunicationscompaniesat the
expenseof taxpayersandcommunitiesacrosstheCommonwealth.

Again, on behalfof ourcommunity,pleasesupportall partsof theMunicipal PartnershipAct
Thesemeasuresareessentialin orderto restorefiscal stability andhealthhereathome,and
allowusall to build astrongfuture for Massachusetts.

ThankYou.

Sincerely,

(Insert YourNameandTitle Here)

cc: SpeakerSalvatoreDiMasi, StateHouse,Room356,Boston,MA 02133
SenatePresidentThereseMurray,StateHouse,Room332,Boston,MA 02133
MMA, OneWinthrop Square,Boston,MA 02110



Municipal Partnership Poll of Legislators

2% Local Option 1% Local Option Closethe Telecom. GIC Coalition PensionAssets
Meals Tax Lodging Tax Tax Loophole Barg. Option in PRIT

Sen. _________ YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU

Sen. _________ YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU

Sen._________ YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU

Rep. _________ YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU

Rep. _________ YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU

Rep. _________ YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU

Rep._________ YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU YNMU

City/Town _________________

bate _______________________________

Name _________________________________

Pleaseprint this form out, call your legislatorsand askfor their commitment to vote for the 5 key provisionsof the MPA
We need to count votesand identify supporters and opponentsasquickly aspossible

Pleasefax back the to the MMA’s Legislative Division at 617-695-i314 by Friday,May 25, 2007

Y=Yes; NNo; MMaybe; U=Undecided



Massachusetts Municipal Association
Municipal PartnershipAct AdvocacyKit

SamplePressRelease— PleasePasteontoYourLetterhead

ForImmediateRelease
For moreinformation,contact(insertnameandtelephonenumber)

(InsertName)CALLS FOR PASSAGE OF THE MUMCIPAL PARTNERSHIPACT

(Insertnameandtitle) hasjoinedtheMassachusettsMunicipal Association(MMA), local
governmentleadersfrom acrossthestate,Gov. DevalPatrickandLt. Gov. TimothyMurray todayto call
for passageoftheMunicipal PartnershipAct, legislationto allowcitiesandtownsto adoptlocal option
taxesandto closeapropertytax loopholeusedby telecommunicationscompaniesto avoid local
taxation. (Inserttitle and name) saidpassageofthe legislationwould provide(Insert$ estimatefrom
spreadsheetin kit) to (Insertnameofcommunity)to reducethepropertytaxburdenon homeowners,
restorefiscal stability, fundessentialmunicipalandschoolservices,andattractbusinessesinvestment.

“We needatruepartnershipandthetoolsto makeourcommunityandtheCommonwealth
stronger,”said(Insertname). “Far toooften,wehaveonly two choices— cutting servicesorraising
propertytaxes. Massachusettscommunitiesandlocal taxpayersmusthaveotherresourcesto balance
budgets,restorefiscal stability andfundservices. Themodest2%local optionmealstaxand 1% local
option lodging taxin theMunicipal PartnershipAct would allowusto reduceourrelianceonproperty
taxes,andfundcritical public safety,public works andeducationservices.TheMunicipal Partnership
Act would closetheteleconmiunicationspropertytax loopholethatis beingabusedby ahandfulof
companies,costingcommunitiesandlocal taxpayers$80 million ayear. Thebill would allow local and
stateofficials to standtogetheranddo thenecessaiywork to build a strongandvibrantfuturefor
Massachusetts,keepingour residentshere,andattractingbusinessinvestmentandgrowth.”

(Inserttitle andname)joinedmunicipal leadersfrom throughoutthestatein endorsingthefull
Municipal PartnershipAct. “If theLegislaturefails to passthebill, thatwill only deepentheproperty
taxcrisis thatis hurtingusall,” (Insert“he” or“she”) said.

TheMunicipal PartnershipAct wasfiled by the Governorin February,andoffersaseriesof
initiativesthat would allowcommunitiesto becomemoreself-reliantthroughlocal optionmealsand
lodgingtaxesthattogethercouldprovide$270million in newrevenuecapacityfor cities and towns,
settingaside25 percentofthosefundsfor propertytax relief, andwould closethetax loopholesthat
allowtelecommunicationscompaniesto avoidpayingtheirfair shareof anestimated$80 million in
local propertytaxes. Thebill also includesprovisionsthat couldoffer healthinsurancesavingsto some
communities,andcouldgenerategreaterrevenuefrom theinvestmentofpensionassets.

“The needfor this legislationhasbecomeevenmoreurgentasthestatestruggleswith a $1 billion
budgetgap,and local aid levelshavebeenlimited by thestate’sfiscal condition,” said(Insertlast
name). “We areaskingtheLegislatureto recognizetheneedto passthisbill andallow communitiesto
addressthepropertytaxproblem,andinvestin thecorelocal servicesthatweneedto attractand keep
families andbusinesses— themoreweempowerour communities,the strongerourstatewill become,”
(Insert “he” or “she”) concluded.

-END-



Massachusetts Municipal Association
Municipal Partnership Act AdvocacyKit

SampleLetter to theEditor — PleasePasteonto Your Letterhead

Dear Editor,

I am writing becauseweneedour legislatorsto pass theMunicipal PartnershipAct before
breakingfor the summerrecessin July. Thisvital bill would provide (Insert $dollar estimate
from spreadsheetin kit) to (Insert nameof community) to reduce the propertytax burden on
homeowners,restorefiscal stability, fundessentialmunicipalandschoolservices,and attract
businessesinvestmentto the area.

We needa truepartnership and the tools to make our communityand the Commonwealth
stronger. Fartoo often, we haveonly two choices— cutting servicesor raising property taxes.
Massachusettscommunitiesandlocal taxpayersmusthaveotherresourcesto balancebudgets,
restore fiscal stability and fundservices.Themodest2%local optionmealstax and 1% local
option lodgingtax in the Municipal Partnership Act would allow us to reduce our reliance on
propertytaxes,andfundcritical public safety,public worksandeducationservices.The
Municipal PartnershipAct would closethetelecommunicationspropertytax loopholethatis
beingabusedby a handfulofcompanies,costingcommunitiesandlocal taxpayers$80 million a
year.

Propertytaxeshaveskyrocketedin everycommunity,andwe’ve cut local servicesandprograms
far toomuch. (Insertlocal details here). If the Legislature fails to passMunicipal Partnership
Act thepropertytax crisis will continueto hurtusall, andwe’ll be forcedto imposemorecuts.

TheMunicipal PartnershipAct wasfiled by the Governorin February,andoffersapackageof
initiativesthat would allowusto becomemoreself-reliantthroughlocal optionmealsand
lodgingtaxesthattogethercouldprovide$270million in newrevenuecapacityfor citiesand
towns,using25 percentofthoseftmds for propertytaxrelief Thebill would finally closethe
tax loopholesthatallowtelecommunicationscompaniesto avoidpayinglocalpropertytaxes,and
asthey dodgetheir fair share,theburdenis shiftedto homeownersandlocal businesses,Thebill
alsoincludesprovisionsthat couldoffer health insurancesavingsto somecommunities,and
couldgenerategreaterrevenuefrom the investmentofpensionassets.

We haveneverrecoveredfrom thelocal aid cutsthat hit severalyearsago,andwith the state
facingabudgetgapofits own, weneedtheLegislatureto passthis entirebill andallow
communitiesto addressthepropertytax problem,andinvestin thecorelocal servicesthatwe
needto attractandkeepfamiliesandbusinesses.BeaconHill needsto give usachance. I
believethatthemorewe empowerourcommunities,the strongerourstatewill become.

Sincerely,

(Nameand Title)


